Kimberly B. Smith








Smith 1

Bridging the Arts 1090

T. Boone

Tue. /Thur- 10 am

Grand Theatre’s presentation of “The Crucible”

 I attended the play “The Crucible” at the Grand Theatre on the Salt Lake Community College campus located at 1575 South State at 7:30 pm on March 8th.   It’s a play produced by the well-known playwright Arthur Miller and directed by Mark Fossen.  The score was directed by Kevin Mathie.  The Play is set in Salem Massachusetts during the 1500’s Salem witch trials where a small group of women were wrongly accused and convicted of witchcraft based on the false accusations of some grudge carrying, local teenage girls.  The storyline is centered on a young girl named Abigail, whose father was one of the town reverends.  In the play, Abigail is infatuated, has an affair and is subsequently exposed as being involved with John Proctor, a married man.  This exposure leads her to making up ridiculous stories about Mr. Potter’s wife Elizabeth.  In her efforts, Abigail makes a voodoo doll of Elizabeth and attempts to torture her by sticking needles into it.  She also convinces some of her friends with to go along with her made up stories while in church about the doll.  What she really wanted was to become Mrs. Potter and in her efforts to do so, had his wife and many other women put in jail for practicing witchcraft.  Knowing Elizabeth is innocent, Mr. Potter convinces the jury to let her speak the truth; but to save her husband’s reputation she lies and is sentenced to hang with the other women.
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 The stage set was very dark and mysterious.  There were minimal props used in this production.  There was a bed facing the opposite direction of the audience so watchers couldn’t see who was in the bed.  There were also a couple of frames built to look like the homes of the time, two were made of wood and the rest of the town was painted on a dark screen at the back of the stage.  The skyline on the screen was made to look like the small town of Salem mostly at night.  There was also a set of stairs that lead offstage, perhaps leading to another room out of view.  The staging setting was dark and the lighting only brightened a very small space on the stage.  It made for a very eerie atmosphere.  There was table that was very small, reflective of the time and was mainly used for court and for the dining area scenes. All the girls wore long black dresses with white blouses and the men wore suits or trousers.

 The character I was most intrigued by was the pastors’ daughter Abigail.  She was very devious, suspicious and was in virtually every scene throughout the play.  In the play, she was cast as a beauty which she used to play out her scheme.  She played out a number of personalities within her character throughout the performance.  In one personality she was very manipulative and influential with her friends in getting them to do what she wanted in enough of a convincing way to convince the town’s people.  Another personality she played was as the victim/innocent child when it came to her father.  He did not want to misjudge his daughter and as a result she was able to get her father to believe her lies.  She brought out the innocent behavior to get the people to side with her and ultimately get her way.   Abigail was a very spoiled young girl who deceived a whole town during a time of turmoil and was able to get an innocent woman put to death because of it.  The role was very well done and it did reflect the ways of the time and how people were so easily led astray.
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Another character I liked in the play was the old man named Giles.  He was the comedic relief and the town’s funny guy.  He was in and out of the scenes and seemed to have no real worries.  He had gray hair, long beard and a slight of a hunch in his back when he walked.    His character did break up the seriousness of the play until his wife was suspected of being a witch.  He then became very serious and wanted to be heard by the people who had the final say about the character of his wrongly accused wife.  Hey was a very convincing elderly person who admittedly made a mistake.  Giles had to be humble with his demeanor in order to confess his role in the misunderstanding.


This play was very enthralling.  I believe the play was done in order to give a better understanding about our world and how it has changed and hasn’t.  The Salem Witch Trials became a very tragic culmination of events that lead to the deaths of many innocent people.  As the plot unraveled it was surprising to me this type of misunderstanding could go on.  I think it speaks volumes about the naive behavior of humans and how lies can lead to more destruction than was bargained for.  


My experience at the presentation of “The Crucibles” was great!   It had exciting elements of suspense and the mood was dark and sinister.  The extra loud noises took me by surprise and made the experience even more memorable.  The music was there to help with the suspense and build up of each scene.  This was important to set the tone of the play.   The Crucible was very well done and executed very professionally.  I enjoyed it very much and would like to see another production very soon. 

